

ORDINANCE # 112

 PLANNING COMMISSION (RESTATED)
An Ordinance to provide for the creation of a Planning Commission for the development and implementation of a Master Plan for physical development of the Village of Laurium.

The Village of Laurium Ordains:

This ordinance is authorized by the Michigan Planning Enabling Act (Public Act 33 of 2008, as amended; MCL 125.3801, et seq.), and the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act (Public Act 110 of 2006, as amended; MCL 125.3101, et seq.). The purpose of this Ordinance is to establish a Planning Commission for the Village of Laurium (“the Village”) with the authority, powers, and duties provided by those Acts and subject to the terms and conditions of this Ordinance.

SEC. 1. There is hereby created a Laurium Planning Commission. Said Commission shall consist of seven (7) members, two (2) of which shall consist of the Village President and the Chief or Interim Administrative Officer of the Village. The membership of the Planning Commission shall be representative of important segments of the community, such as the economic, governmental, educational, and social development of the local unit of government, in accordance with the major interests as they exist in the Village, such as agriculture, natural resources, recreation, education, public health, government, transportation, industry, and commerce. The membership shall also be representative of the entire territory of the Village to the extent practicable.
SEC. 2. All members of the Planning Commission shall be appointed by the Village President and approved by majority of the Village Council. Any vacancies on the Commission shall be filled through the same procedure. All such members shall serve with Council approved compensation, dependent upon Village budget constraints. Planning Commission members, other than ex-officio members, shall hold no other municipal office in the Village of Laurium. The terms of the ex-officio members shall correspond to their respective Village tenure; except the term of the Administrative Official, which shall remain so long as he/she is employed by the Village of Laurium. The terms of the remaining appointed members shall be three years or until their successors are appointed. 

	Member
	Term on Planning Commission 

	Village Council President
	Same as Village Council Term

	Village Manager (Admin. Officer)
	Through Employment

	Chairperson Planning Commission (1 year term)
	3 years

	Vice-Chair Commission Member (1 year term)
	3 years

	Secretary Planning Commission (1 year term)
	3 years

	Other Planning Commission Members
	3 years


	
	

	
	


SEC. 3. Of the 5 (five) members of the Planning Commission who are not ex-officio members, 4 (four) shall be qualified electors of the Village and the remaining 1 (one) member     may be a resident and qualified elector of another local unit of government in Houghton County.
SEC. 4. Every person appointed to the Planning Commission shall, within eight (8) days after receiving notice of such appointment, take and subscribe to the official Oath of Office and file the same with the Village Clerk.

SEC. 5. The Planning Commission shall elect its own Officers from amongst its members and create and fill such other offices and appoint such employees as it may deem necessary for its work within the budgetary appropriation made for the Planning Commission by the Village Council. The Chairman of the Planning Commission shall hold office for a term of one year and is eligible for re-election. An ex-officio member of the Planning Commission is not eligible to serve as Chairperson.
SEC. 6. The Planning Commission shall be responsible for making and maintaining a Master Plan in accordance with MCL 125.3807 to guide and accomplish, in the Village and its environs development that satisfies all of the following criteria:

(a) Is coordinated, adjusted, harmonious, efficient, and economical.

(b) Considers the character of the planning jurisdiction and its suitability for particular uses, judged in terms of such factors as trends in land and population development. 

(c) Will, in accordance with present and future needs, best promote public health safety, morals, order, convenience, prosperity, and general welfare.

(d) Includes, among other things, promotion of or adequate provision for 1 or more of the following:


(i) A system of transportation to lessen congestion In streets and provide for safe and efficient movement of people and goods by motor vehicles, bicycles, pedestrians, and other legal users.

(ii) Safely from fire and other dangers.


(iii) Light and air.


(iv) Healthful and convenient distribution of population.


(v) Good civic design and arrangement and wise and efficient expenditure of public funds.


(vi) Public utilities such as sewage disposal and water supply and other public improvements.


(vii) Recreation


(viii) The use of resources in accordance with their character and adaptability.
The Planning Commission shall be responsible for formulation of the Zoning Ordinance and amendments thereto and reporting its findings and recommendations concerning the Zoning Ordinance or proposed amendments to the Village Council. The Planning Commission shall also be responsible for holding hearings, reviewing, and making determinations regarding applications for approval as required by the Zoning Ordinance.

SEC. 7. 
(1) The Planning Commission shall adopt bylaws for the transaction of business and shall keep a public record of its resolutions, transactions, findings, and determinations. The bylaws may provide for compensation and expenses of its members and employees for travel when engaged in the performance of activities authorized by the Village Council, including, but not limited to, attendance at conferences, workshops, educational and training programs and meetings. 

(2) The Planning Commission shall adapt such rules and regulations as are necessary for the transaction of its business, and shall keep a record of its resolutions, transactions findings and determinations, which record shall be a public record. It shall submit monthly to the Village Council a report of all expenditures made by the Planning Commission.

(3) The Planning Commission shall also make an annual written report to the Village Council concerning its operations and the status of planning activities, including recommendations regarding actions by the Village Council related to planning and development.  Before each April meeting of the Village Council the Planning Commission shall submit to the Village Council an estimate of the moneys deemed necessary for the operation of the Planning Commission. This will provide opportunity for the Village Council to discuss and approve during the April meeting.

(4) The Village Council may annually appropriate funds for carrying out the purposes and functions of the Planning Commission and may match local government funds with federal, state, county, or other local government or private grants, contributions, or endowments.

(5) The Planning Commission may accept gifts for the exercise of its functions. A gift of money so accepted shall be deposited with the Village Treasurer in a special non-reverting Planning Commission fund for expenditure by the Planning Commission for the purpose designated by the donor. The treasurer shall draw a warrant against the special non-reverting fund only upon receipt of a voucher signed by the chairperson and secretary of the Planning Commission and an order drawn by the Village Clerk.

(6) The expenditures of the Planning Commission, exclusive of gifts and grants, shall be within the amounts appropriated by the Village Council.

SEC. 8.

(1) The Planning Commission shall hold not less than 4 regular meetings each year, and by resolution shall determine the time and place of the meetings. Unless the bylaws provide otherwise, a special meeting of the Planning Commission may be called by the chairperson or by 2 other members, upon written request to the Secretary. Unless the bylaws provide otherwise, the Secretary shall send written notice of a special meeting to Planning Commission members not less than 48 hours before the meeting.
(2) The business that the Planning Commission may perform shall be conducted at a public meeting of the Planning Commission held in compliance with the open meetings act, 1976 PA 267, MCL 15.261 to 15.275. Public notice of the time, date, and place of a regular or special meeting shall be given in the manner required by that act. 
(3) A writing prepared, owned, used, in the possession of or retained by a Planning Commission in the performance of an official function shall be made available to the public in compliance with the freedom of information act, 1976 PA 442, MCL 15.231 to 15.246.

SEC. 9. The Village Council may remove a member of the Planning Commission for misfeasance, malfeasance, or nonfeasance in office upon written charges and after a public hearing. Before casting a vote on a matter on which a member may reasonably be considered to have a conflict of interest, the member shall disclose the potential conflict of interest to the Planning Commission. The member is disqualified from voting on the matter if so provided by the bylaws or by a majority vote of the remaining members of the Planning Commission. Failure of a member to disclose a potential conflict of interest as required by this subsection constitutes malfeasance in office. The Planning Commission shall define conflict of interest in its bylaws.  

SEC. 10. Within 14 days after the adoption of this amended ordinance, the Village Clerk shall transmit notice of the adoption to the Houghton County Planning Commission.
This Ordinance shall take effect as of March 29, 2022.

Approved and adopted by the Village Council of the Village of Laurium, Michigan, the 15th Day of March 2022.

_____________________________  


_______________________________

John E. Sullivan





Patricia Golus
Laurium Village President




Laurium Village Clerk

Village of Laurium											


310 Hecla Street									                Phone (906) 337-1600   


PO Box 627											   Fax (906) 337-4461         


Laurium, MI 49913-0627									   www.laurium.net
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